
 
 

 

CRANE SAFETY 
 

 Any time a lift is being performed with a crane, a Winger Pre-Lift Permit must be completed with the crane operator and 

rigging crew before the pre-lift takes place. 

 Cranes SHALL be inspected daily by a competent person and operated only by qualified and trained personnel.  

 DO NOT walk or stand under any suspended loads or inside the angle of a winch or towline. 

 Safe working load limits (WWL) MUST not be exceeded for all cranes and rigging equipment. 

 Be sure to use the correct load chart for the crane’s current configuration and setup, the load weight and lift path.  

 Watch for overhead electric power lines and maintain at least a 10-foot or greater, depending on the voltage, safe working 

clearance from the lines. 

 Employees are prohibited from riding on any lift, hook chain, or cable sling suspended from a crane or hoist.  

 The lift area and the swing radius of the crane SHALL be clearly marked and barricaded or attended by an authorized person to 

prevent an employee or other individuals and traffic from being struck.  

 Employees not assisting in lifting or pulling operations SHALL stay clear of such areas. 

 Only qualified riggers are authorized to perform rigging activities. 

 Signals to the equipment operator SHALL be given by one qualified signal person designated to perform this task, but the 

operator SHALL obey the “STOP” signal given by anyone. 

 All lifting cables, straps and equipment are to be inspected prior to use.  If they show any damage or excessive wear, they are 

to be removed from service immediately.  Do not wrap hoist lines around the load. 

 Winch lines, ropes or wire ropes SHALL NOT be guided by hand when standing within reach of a drum or sheave. 

 The first lift of the day, the load SHALL be test-lifted by raising a few inches, held, verifying capacity/balance and brake system 

checked before delivering any load.  

 Lifts SHALL NOT be made during strong winds >25 mph or severe weather. 

 An employee SHALL be designated to observe clearance of the equipment and give timely warning for all operations where it 

is difficult for the operator to maintain the desired clearance by visual means. 

 Radios MUST be used if operator and rigger do not have clear vision of one another.  Radio channels MUST be designated 

before lift begins.  

 Bridge cranes and overhead chain hoists SHALL be used with correct rigging and close observance of the surroundings.  
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CRANE SAFETY QUIZ 
 

 
1. When using a crane, a Winger Pre-Lift Permit must be completed with the crane operator and rigging crew.  True or False? ________ 
 
2. Do NOT walk or stand under any suspended loads or inside the angle of a winch or tow-line.  True or False?   ________ 

 
3. Only qualified riggers are authorized to perform rigging activities.  True or False?      ________  

 
4. Only one qualified signal person shall give signals to the crane operator.  True or False?     ________ 

 
5. The crane operator SHALL obey the “STOP” signal given by anyone.  True or False?     ________ 

 
6. Depending on the voltage, crane activities must maintain at least a minimum 10-foot safe working clearance from overhead  

electric power lines. True or False?          ________ 
     

7. The lift area and the swing radius of the crane SHALL be clearly marked and barricaded or attended by an authorized person  
to prevent an employee or other individuals and traffic from being struck.  True or False?     ________ 
 

8. Employees not assisting in lifting or pulling operations SHALL stay clear of such areas. True or False?    ________  
 

9. It is ok for lifts to be made in strong winds.  True or False?        ________ 
 

10. Radios MUST be used if operator and rigger do not have clear vision of one another. True or False?    ________  
 

11. Employees are encouraged to ride on any lift, hook chain, or cable sling suspended from a crane/hoist. True or False?   ________ 
 

12. If any lifting cables, straps or equipment show damage or excessive wear, remove them immediately. True or False?  ________ 
 

13. It is alright & encouraged to guide winch lines, ropes or wire ropes by hand. True or False?      ________ 
 

14. Make sure to use the correct load chart for the crane’s current configuration/setup, load weight & lift path. True or False?  ________ 
 

15. On the first lift of the day, the load shall be test-lifted by: 
 

a. Being raised a few inches & held 
b. Verifying capacity/balance 
c. Checking brake system 
d. All of the above            _________ 
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