
 
 

 
 

FORMALDEHYDE 
 
 
Formaldehyde is a colorless, strong-smelling gas often found in aqueous (water based) solutions. Commonly used as a preservative in medical 

laboratories and mortuaries.  Formaldehyde is also found in many products such as chemicals, particle board, household products, glues, permanent 

press fabrics, paper product coatings, fiberboard, and plywood. It is also widely used as an industrial fungicide, germicide and disinfectant. 

Formaldehyde is a sensitizing agent that can cause an immune system response upon initial exposure.  Acute exposure is highly irritating to the eyes, 

nose, and throat and can make anyone exposed cough and wheeze.  

Subsequent exposure may cause severe allergic reactions of the skin, eyes and respiratory tract. Ingestion of formaldehyde can be fatal, and long-

term exposure to low levels in the air or on the skin can cause asthma-like respiratory problems and skin irritation such as dermatitis and itching. 

Concentrations of 100 ppm are immediately dangerous to life and health (IDLH).   

In 2011, the National Toxicology Program named formaldehyde as a known human carcinogen which may cause cancer.  All workers shall be protected 

from exposure to an airborne concentration of formaldehyde which exceeds 0.1 ppm (parts per million) parts of air.   

Workers can inhale formaldehyde as a gas or vapor or absorb it through the skin as a liquid. They can be exposed during the treatment of textiles 

and the production of resins. 

Some customer sites could potentially expose our workers to formaldehyde while working on their industrial processes.  Winger employees must: 

 Follow all safe work and feasible engineering practices; 
 Follow all permit procedures; 
 Receive and review the Formaldehyde SDS from the customer before work begins; 
 Flush nearby eye wash stations and safety showers before any line breaks to remove stale or contaminated water.  Let them run during work 

if allowed; 
 Wear impervious clothing and gloves; 
 Wear full face or powered air-purifying respirators; 
 Respirator cartridges must be changed at the end of the work shift and/or between users; 
 Know the reporting procedures for spills or emergencies of the facility you are working in; 
 Report any exposure and/or symptoms to your foreman and safety director for medical surveillance. 
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WEEKLY SAFETY MEETING 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

FORMALDEHYDE QUIZ 
 

 
 

1. Formaldehyde is a colorless, strong-smelling gas.  True or False?       _______ 
 

2. Formaldehyde is used as a common preservative and found in some of our customer’s processes.  True or False? _______ 
 

3. Formaldehyde can cause an immune system response upon initial exposure.  True or False?    _______ 
 

4. ________________ exposure is highly irritating to the eyes, nose, and throat.   
 

5. Ingestion of formaldehyde can be _____________________. 
 

6. Long term exposure to low levels in the air or on the skin can cause ___________________ problems and _____________ irritation. 
 

7. Formaldehyde has been determined to be a known as a _____________________ carcinogen. 
 

8. All workers shall be protected from airborne concentrations which exceeds __________ ppm parts of air. 
 

9. Winger employees do not have to follow safe work procedures.  True or False?     _______ 
 

10. Receive and review the _______________________ before working.   
 

11. Always ___________________ nearby eye was stations and safety showers before line breaks. 
 

12. Wear:  
A. Impervious clothing 
B. Impervious gloves 
C. Full face or air-purifying respirators 
D. All of the above 

 
13. Know the reporting procedures for __________________ and _________________________ of the facility you are working at. 

 
14. Report any exposure to your ______________________ and __________________________    _________________________. 

 

 
  
 

 

 
Printed Name: ________________________________ Trained by: _________________________________________ 
 
Signature: ___________________________________ Trained by Signature: _________________________________ 
 
Date: _______________________________________  Location: ___________________________________________ 
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